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Abstract

Nationalism is also an awareness of the existence of a country or a spirit of unity within the nation. Also,
nationalism affirms Indonesia's diverse identity in various aspects of its culture, so this nationalism is
critical. However, most of the children of Indonesian Migrant Workers (PMI) in Malaysia experience an
identity crisis due to the children's lack of knowledge about culture and all aspects of Indonesia. Activities
are carried out to instill Pancasila values, culture, historical tourism, and Indonesian folk songs to increase
nationalism and love for the Indonesian homeland. The learning method for introducing folk songs begins
with bridging, giving examples, and singing together lively. After carrying out the activities, children became
more aware of the values of nationalism and more appreciative of cultural, religious, and ethnic differences,
and they were able to maintain harmony between citizens. This activity needs to be continued with a more
innovative and creative delivery method to children to achieve the goal that PMI children in Malaysia can
have a solid national identity.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Nationalism is a belief in nationality, which includes the spirit and awareness of love for the
homeland, maintaining national honor, feeling proud to be part of a nation, and showing solidarity
with fellow citizens and the country itself. More than just the spirit of the country, nationalism is
also awareness of the existence of the country or the spirit of unity in the nation (Christie 2016;
Niehlah et al. 2023; Azizah et al. 2023a). Nationalism or nationhood is not only a tool to unite
various elements externally, but it also affirms Indonesia's diverse identity in various aspects of
its culture (Wardhani et al. 2022; Fauziyah et al. 2022). Nationalism is important for Indonesian
children as an understanding that shows they are part of Indonesia. Therefore, strengthening
nationalism in Indonesian children is very important because it will form a strong foundation for
future generations to become responsible citizens, respect diversity, and be ready to contribute
to building a better future for Indonesia(Aswindo etal. 2021; Anam et al. 2022; Azizah et al. 2024).

The main problem for PMI children in Malaysia is an identity crisis caused by the children's lack
of knowledge about culture and all aspects of Indonesia (Anam et al. 2022; Wulan et al. 2023;
Azizah et al. 2023d). Apart from that, limited access to education and the influence of local culture
cause PMI children in Malaysia to know more about Malaysia's culture and social interactions
(Azizah et al. 2022; Azizah et al. 2020). The lack of a sense of nationalism in PMI children will have
an impact on their understanding of identity as part of Indonesia, lack of knowledge about
Indonesian culture, and potentially lack a sense of unity and oneness as part of Indonesia's
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diversity (Setiadi et al. 2023; Setijaningrum et al. 2023). Furthermore, this could threaten national
awareness due to exposure to local culture resulting from Indonesian children's interactions with
the surrounding environment(Spitzer et al. 2023; Azizah et al. 2024).

One way to increase the nationalism of PMI children in Malaysia is by teaching Pancasila values,
culture, historical tourism, and folk songs (Setijaningrum et al. 2023). Teaching culture, historical
tourism, and folk songs to Indonesian children in Malaysia is carried out to increase their sense of
nationalism (Saputri et al. 2023; Adib et al. 2023; Setiadi et al. 2023). Each region in Indonesia has
its own culture, historical tourism, and folk songs (Suneki 2012). Folk songs are part of Indonesia's
diversity, with the characteristics of each region depicting Indonesia's identity as a nation full of
diversity and culture (Fauziyah et al. 2022). Apart from that, folk songs can also be a means for
children to awaken the spirit of love for their country within themselves (Setiadi et al. 2023;
Azizah et al. 2023b). The introduction of folk songs to PMI children in Malaysia was carried out to
shape the character of love for the country and provide benefits in introducing national identity
through folk songs in Indonesia. Apart from that, introducing folk songs can become a foundation
for maintaining the unity and diversity of Indonesia (Totok and Siti Nur 2021; Hapsari etal. 2021).
Children who understand these values will tend to respect cultural, religious, and ethnic
differences and be able to maintain harmony between citizens (Purnama and Azizah 2020).

In the cultural introduction program, historical tourism and folk songs aim to resolve the
nationalism crisis for PMI children in Malaysia (Azizah et al. 2023c; Azizah and Rahmadanti 2020).
This process can impact PMI children in Malaysia regarding knowledge and insight into culture,
tourism, and folk songs in Indonesia. By getting to know one aspect of Indonesian culture, PMI
children will undoubtedly be more aware of the diversity that exists in Indonesia and understand
the unique characteristics found in each song from various regions. It raises awareness that they
are also part of Indonesia and will always be Indonesian citizens in all their diversity (Azizah et
al. 2023a).

2.METHOD

The learning method for introducing culture, historical tourism, and folk songs begins
with bridging. It leads to the teaching topic by asking children about several song titles, food,
traditional clothes, and tourism in Indonesia and its origin (Azizah 2023; Saputri et al. 2023).
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Introduction Regional
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Figure 1. Kind of Nationalities
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After that, the activity continued with examples of several folk songs from Indonesia
(some of which were memorized but still needed to be fluent), followed by the children. In the
final step, the children sing together, clapping and stomping their feet to become more
enthusiastic (Azizah et al. 2023e). This method effectively gets children to sing together and learn
to recognize folk songs in Indonesia so that they remember their original identity. The stages of
implementing activities are depicted in the following illustration:

Bridging : Attracts children's attention and

concentration so they can focus on the topic, which

will be explained later. The purpose of bridging is
Bridging to make children aware of the situation and
conditions the material will present about
introducing folk songs. Additionally, technical
bridging is done by asking simple questions about
children's knowledge of folk songs in Indonesia
and their origins. Bridging has a minor influence
on children's ability to understand the topics
L. discussed and stimulates them to want to learn to
—> Singing speak and convey their answers (Azizah et al.
Together 2024).

Figure 2. Method

Figure 3. Bridgin _

Giving example: Before starting to learn to introduce folk songs, the activity must be carried out
to give examples to the children so that they have an idea of the songs they will learn. The aim of
giving examples to children is to provide them with visual and audio experiences about folk songs
in Indonesia and to see their understanding and interest in these songs. Then, an example was
made by the volunteer delegates singing several Indonesian folk songs together in front of the
children. At this modeling stage, it is hoped that it will increase children's willingness to learn and
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pay attention to Indonesian folk songs so that they have broad insight into the culture of their
country of origin and an overview of linguistic diversity through these folk songs.

Singing together : to project the material taught about folk songs to the children. Singing together
aims to increase children's enthusiasm for types of folk songs and harmonize the rhythm of the
song. Singing together is done by adding foot stomping and clapping to increase enthusiasm for
singing. This activity certainly positively impacts children, broadening their knowledge so that
they understand the various songs and types of language in Indonesia.
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Figure 5. Singing together

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Learning about culture, historical tourism, and Indonesian folk songs for PMI children
is very impactful, especially regarding their enthusiasm for Indonesian culture. In addition, this
learning broadly influences knowledge about Indonesian culture and can create a deeper
emotional connection with cultural heritage, tourism, and folk songs. The various rhythms and
lyrics in Indonesian folk songs can also increase their enthusiasm for learning and getting to
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know Indonesian culture. Introduction to culture, historical tourism, and folk songs can also
allow children to increase their creative spirit in arts and culture and folk music as part of the
nation's identity. Their enthusiasm increased as they learned and sang with stomping of their
feet and clapping, creating great enthusiasm for learning Indonesian folk songs. After the
teaching program, especially about folk songs, was carried out, the children could name several
Indonesian folk songs and their areas of origin. Apart from that, they also became fluent in
singing Indonesian folk songs in various folk languages.

Several factors support these cultural learning activities, historical tours, and folk
songs, encouraging our delegates to introduce them to PMI children in Malaysia. The first factor
is an effort to form a spirit of nationalism in these children. Apart from that, the lack of
educational infrastructure that facilitates PMI children to learn Indonesian culture is also one
of the considerations for carrying out this activity. On the other hand, it is necessary to carry
out this activity to build the character of Indonesian children who are tolerant of cultural
differences and can develop their creativity in learning folk songs.
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Figure 6. Explaining

In implementing this learning activity, PMI children's need for knowledge regarding
Indonesian folk songs and their folk origins and language is challenging. PMI children still need
access to learning facilities to recognize Indonesia's diverse folk song culture.
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Figure 7. Documentation

4. CONCLUSION

The problems related to nationalism among PMI children in Malaysia mainly lie in their lack of
knowledge and insight about their home country, Indonesia. One program to overcome and
increase the nationalism of PMI children in Malaysia is learning about culture, historical tourism,
and folk songs in Indonesia. The program begins with bridging, giving examples, and singing
together, which are practical learning stages to increase children's understanding and
enthusiasm. After implementing this program, the visible impact is the increasing nationalism of
PMI children, which can be seen from the children's enthusiasm for learning more deeply about
folk songs in Indonesia. This program hopes that there will be consistency and interest among
children in learning various Indonesian cultures, especially the many varieties of Indonesian folk
songs. Seeing the children's enthusiasm for this program, implementing this activity needs to be
continued with a more innovative and creative delivery method to achieve the goal of PMI children
in Malaysia having a solid national identity.
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